
 
 

ERCA COTT Recce: Day 1 - Melbourne to Warrnambool  

By Paul and Mariella Kirkham 

A few weekends ago Mariella and I completed 

the second official Recce for our COTT 2018 

adventure with a drive through the opening 

day from Melbourne to Warrnambool.  Our 

COTT Rally will be starting in the centre of 

Melbourne on Wednesday morning, 8th of 

August 2018. Our departure time will be 

around 8.30am with a great day of driving and 

sight-seeing in front of us. Melbourne is a 

fairly big and busy city, and while there will be 

a fair amount of traffic about, it doesn’t 

actually take very long to get out of the centre 

and onto the Westgate Freeway to head 

south towards Geelong. We will be providing 

comprehensive road books with tulip 

diagrams so it should be pretty straight 

forward for experienced teams. 

We headed out on a Sunday morning 

reasonably early and picked up our rally route 

on the Westgate Freeway just a few kms from 

our starting hotel. From there it was over the 

Westgate Bridge and the south west trek 

down to Geelong. This duel lane divided 

highway is a very cruisey drive and will take 

our cars right around the outside of Geelong 

and on to the southern Coast of Victoria to 

our famous Great Ocean Road. We scheduled 

our first coffee stop in Lorne which would 

take a bit over an hour and a half. There are 

plenty of petrol stations (or Gas Stations as 

some of you may know them as) all along our 

route today so getting fuel shouldn’t be an 

issue for anyone. 

After around an hours driving we roll into 

Anglesea with a few glimpses of ocean, and 

then bam – over a rise and fantastic ocean 

and coastline views everywhere. The Great 

Ocean Road winds its way along Victoria’s 

coast for several hundred kilometres and is a 

spectacular drive. After another 40 minutes of 

great driving and views we arrive in the trendy 

coastal town of Lorne for a short coffee break. 

There are plenty of nice little cafes up and 

down the main street so good coffee isn’t 

hard to find. Next we pushed on to Kennett 

River a little further down the coast. Here we 

stopped at the Koala Cafe, named after the 

Koala walk nearby. You are almost guaranteed 

to see Koalas here in the wild, usually sleeping 

in the gum trees. There are also plenty of 

colourful birds who are more than happy to 

land on your arms, head, shoulders, in search 

of seed – a great photo opportunity!! We 

think it’s worth spending 20 – 30 minutes 

wandering along this track if you want to see 

Koala’s up close in the wild. 



 
 

Another half an hour down the coast is the 

town of Apollo Bay.  A popular holiday 

destination, this will be our lunch stop for day 

one. There are plenty of good eating places 

dotted up and down the main street. We had 

lunch at a little health food café and their 

salads and soup were great. Also a good place 

to get some fuel if you need any. 

After lunch the road takes us inland for a 

short while into the Otway ranges rainforest. 

We stopped at a popular rainforest walk 

which was pretty amazing, reminded me of 

Jurassic Park! We recommend you all stop for 

a short walk through this area as it’s very 

beautiful.   

Soon we are heading back along the coast to 

an area known as the “Shipwreck Coast” due 

to the treacherous nature of this rocky 

shoreline and the many ships that have come 

to grief along here in past times. This stretch 

of coast is also known for its amazing rock 

formations, which are the area’s famous 

attractions.  

The most popular spot is known as the 12 

Apostles, and consists of multiple large 

sandstone formations rising up from the sea. 

My description isn’t great but look at the 

pictures and you’ll get the idea. This is 

probably the most touristy attraction along 

this coast but it’s worth stopping at. 

We stopped at several more of these amazing 

formations and will be recommending 2 or 3 

stops to our COTT cars. Some have nice walks 

and several areas worth exploring. Don’t 

forget your camera!! 

The drive and stops along this part of the 

coast will take several hours and we have 

tried to give everyone plenty of time to enjoy 

this special part of Victoria so there’s no need 

to rush.  

It was a big and spectacular day of driving and 

sight-seeing, and we finally arrived into 

Warrnambool late in the afternoon. This 

larger coastal town has plenty of amenities 

and will be a great stopover for our first night 

of the COTT. Day 2 of the rally will see us 

saying goodbye to the sea and heading inland, 

so we hope everyone makes the most of the 

beautiful sea views. 


