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From the Editor. 
Well the year is flying by quickly, Easter has come 

and gone and we are heading quickly towards 

June. Several ERCA members have been off 

overseas on rally adventures including the  

Samurai Challenge in Japan and further afield, The 

Baltic Challenge is kicking off shortly in Europe.  

Many of us gathered in Sydney over the weekend 

of the 18th & 19th of February to attend our first 

ERCA Annual Dinner. We had a strong turnout of 

around 50 members and partners and everyone 

seemed to agree that it was a great success. A 

special surprise was a number of international 

guests who came to Australia to catch up with 

rally friends. We were pleased to welcome Lars 

and Annette Rolner who came over from 

Germany, the one and only Skippy (Andy Inskip) 

from the UK, and from a bit closer to home, Jo 

Worth from New Zealand. 

The highlight of the evening was a presentation by 

our President Rhys Timms about Club Patron 

Gerry Crown. Rhys had done plenty of research 

and surprised Gerry with some funny stories from 

the past, however Gerry was only too eager to tell 

the “full story” once Rhys handed over the 

microphone. It proved to be very entertaining. 

At the Dinner we announced plans for ERCA 

members to participate in the 2018 Classic 

Outback Trial, an event for historic rally cars that 

is held in central Australia around iconic Alice 

Springs. This newsletter will mainly provide some 

further details for ERCA members who are 

interested in participating. Entries will be open to 

both Australian and International crews. 

Our club continues to grow, and we now have a 

healthy contingent of international members. 

Please feel free to pass on our newsletter to your 

endurance rally friends. 

Hope you enjoy the read! 

Paul Kirkham 

 

El Presidente’s Palabra – Rhys Timms 

This is a shorter edition of our newsletter primarily to let our members and invited international rally crews 

know of our intention to participate in a professionally run rally, the Classic Outback Trial (COT), in Australia 

in August 2018.  In conjunction with participating in the COT, we expect to run a week-long tour to the centre 

of Australia, and also another week-long tour from the centre of Australia.  In total 3 weeks of supported 

touring and participation in a professionally organised rally and touring on sealed and well maintained roads.   

To our international friends, once your car is landed, the cost will be approximately $7,500 US Dollars (based 

on today’s exchange rate). This include your event entry and accommodation - which must be the best damn 

value rally in the world for an endurance rally event over 22 days with true off road rally, dirt roads and 

demanding driving.   

The most significant feature of this rally is that every international rally company in the world has avoided 

our continent, so here’s your chance to experience rally life down under.  
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The Classic Outback Trial Tour 2018 – The ERCA COTT 2018 
ERCA is very pleased to offer our members the opportunity 

to participate in the 2018 Classic Outback Trial (COT) - an 

iconic event for historic rally cars.  

The COT started in 2009 and now is held every 2 years.  It is 

designed to cater for historic competition rally cars and is a 

very demanding event.  In 2018 the event runs for 7 days from 

August 18 – 25th. It is based in Alice Springs in central Australia and follows an ‘out and back’ course 

each day to allow teams to base themselves in one place for the 7 day event. The COT website is: 

https://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/ 

The organisers of the COT have agreed to partner with the Endurance Rally Club of Australia to offer 

a unique Australian rally experience. A separate category tailored to the needs of ERCA eligible 

vehicles will be added to the 2018 event. The category will run a “regularity style” competition to 

comply with Confederation of Australian Motorsport regulations that will see ERCA competitors 

taking on a modified version of the COT course designed to be challenging but also sympathetic to 

the nature of our cars. Make no mistake – this will be a challenging and exciting event. 

As part of the adventure and before the start of the COT, ERCA plan to host a touring event for our 

competitors, leaving Melbourne on Aug 11, and travelling to Alice Springs via South Australia, the 

Barossa Valley, and Uluru (Ayres Rock) to take in some of Australia’s best outback sights. At the 

finish of the COT event ERCA competitors will then continue on for another week of touring to finish 

in Sydney on September 2nd. 

The full ERCA tour will run for approximately 3 weeks and will be a fantastic way to experience the 

amazing centre of Australia. 

The Route 
At this stage we have planned a tentative route however this may be subject to changes based on a 

recce to be completed by the club.  

 The proposed route to Alice Springs from Melbourne can be viewed by clicking here.  

 The proposed route from Alice Springs to Sydney can be viewed by clicking here. 

Day 1, Saturday August 11 – Melbourne to 

Warrnambool (257 km) 

Our first week of touring will commence in 

Melbourne where we will be flagged away to head 

west towards the Great Ocean Road heading 

towards Warrnambool, a regional centre and 

former port city on the south-western coast of 

Victoria.  The highlight of this day will be the driving 

along the Great Ocean Road, one of the must drives 

roads before you die.  This road began its life as a 

memorial to the Great War and during the Great 

https://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/
https://goo.gl/maps/uRxvsojQk172
https://goo.gl/maps/WHaVT15mHLv
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Depression then offered employment to the returned soldiers.  It is one of the longest memorials in 

the world.  The road hugs the coastline, navigating along the Shipwreck coast, where some 700 

shipwrecks were lost in the main supply line from Europe to Australia in the 1800’s.   

This will be our first overnight stop of our tour is Warrnambool,  a very pretty town with lots of 

history and plenty to see. For more information go to: http://visitwarrnambool.com.au 

Day 2, Sunday August 12 – Warrnambool to Barossa Valley (613 km) 

Today we head into South Australia to the most well-known wine region of Australia the Barossa 

Valley, just north of Adelaide.  The route takes us through dairy, cattle and wheat farming regions of 

Western Victoria and into South Australia.  

Day 3, Monday August 13 – Rest Day in Barossa Valley  

Today is our first rest day in The Barossa Valley – one of 

Australia’s best known premium wine growing regions 

and home of Penfold’s Grange Hermitage – arguably 

the best red wine produced in Australia.  For those that 

are interested we are planning a winery tour, so we will 

be leaving the cars behind and taking a bus so we can 

enjoy tasting some of the great wines of this region. 

http://www.barossa.com/  

Day 4, Tuesday August 14 – Barossa Valley to Coober Pedy (837 km) 

Today we head north to Coober Pedy. It’s a pretty long day so we want to get going early. The major 

stop on our route will be Port Augusta, about 300kms up the road located at the tip of the Spencer 

Gulf.  Stopping here for an early lunch is a good idea. From here it’s another 5 hours or so to Coober 

Pedy, which is located in the middle of one of Australia’s famous Opal mining regions. 

https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au 

The options for accommodation are very basic on this night, so we might have the romance of 

camping under the stars, or possibly camping underground in an abandoned opal mine. 

Day 5, Wednesday August 15 – Coober Pedy to Uluru (740 km) 

Another big driving day sees us heading further 

north and then turning left to Uluru, or Ayres 

Rock as it is also known. We are now in the 

heart of outback Australia.  This huge 

sandstone rock is a sacred site of the local 

Aboriginal people and is a spectacular natural 

attraction. Having a drink while watching the 

rock change colours as the sun sets is a site you 

will remember for a long time.   Just as 

spectacular, but not for the late risers, is 

watching the sunrise at dawn.  http://uluru-

http://visitwarrnambool.com.au/
http://www.barossa.com/
https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/
http://uluru-australia.com/
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australia.com/  

Day 6, Thursday August 16 – Uluru to Kings Canyon (311 km) 

Our route today takes us to Kings Canyon, which is only about 3 hours drive from Uluru. That should 

give us the afternoon to get out and explore the canyon which over 120 million years old. Its 

sandstone walls tower 150 metres above you like ancient skyscrapers. Surrounding you, the thriving 

oasis known to locals as ‘The Garden of Eden’ imbues you with serenity.   

http://www.kingscanyonresort.com.au 

 

Day 7, Friday August 17 – Kings Canyon to Alice Springs (475 km) 

Just 475 kms to get to Alice Springs today which will be our base for the next week as we join the 

Classic Outback Trial. “The Alice” is virtually at the geographic heart of Australia and straddles the 

usually dry Todd River on the northern side of the MacDonnell Ranges. It combines laid-back charm 

with all the modern conveniences, comforts and diversions you’d find in a good-sized town. It’s full 

of friendly people and has shopping, bars, cafés, restaurants, markets, live entertainment, a casino 

and an arts and convention centre. http://www.australia.com/en/places/alice-springs.html  

Day 8, Saturday August 18th – Classic Outback Trial 

This is our first day of the Classic Outback Trial. Today we will complete our event documentation 

and scrutineering of vehicles. There will also be a prologue and welcome function. We will have a 

chance to rub shoulders with all the other COT competitors and check out the cars. 

https://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/  

Day 9, Sunday August 19th – Day 1 of 

Competition   

The Classic Outback Trial will be 

conducted in a series of loops from and 

back to Alice Springs over the next 7 

days. Our ERCA regularity group will be 

http://uluru-australia.com/
http://www.kingscanyonresort.com.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Todd_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MacDonnell_Ranges
http://www.australia.com/en/places/alice-springs.html
https://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/
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tackling a cut down version of the full event which will still be pretty demanding and a real test of 

man, woman, and machine! 

NOTE: This is a professionally run rally event, with marshalls, event staff, back up support and 

medical supplied by the organisers.  In order to participate in this event, we have chosen to enter 

the regularity events which do not require roll cages or competition Log Books.  However all vehicles 

must fit a “Rally Safe” GPS device and all crew must obtain a local motor sport competition license or 

hold an equivalent license from an FIA affiliated body. 

Day 10, Monday August 20th – Day 2 of competition 

Day 11, Tuesday August 21st – Day 3 of competition 

Day 12, Wednesday August 22nd – Day 4 Competition 

Day 13, Thursday August 23rd – Day 5 Competition 

Day 14, Friday August 24th – Day 6 Competition 

Day 15, Saturday August 25th – Day 7 Competition 

This is our last day of competition. Tonight we have our 

final evening in The Alice and finish off with the COT 

presentation function. 

Day 16, Sunday August 26th – Alice Springs to Tennant 

Creek (508 km) 

After 7 days of regularity and the fun of the Classic Outback Trial we hit 

the road again, heading north through the centre of Australia to Tennant Creek. On the way there 

are a few interesting sites including The Devil’s Marbles in the traditional land of the Warumunga 

People.  http://northernterritory.com/tennant-creek-and-barkly-region  

Day 17, Monday August 27th – Tennant Creek to Mt Isa (661 km) 

Today we cross borders from the Northern Territory into Queensland.  Queensland is huge, and 

when we say bigger than Texas, we literally mean Queensland is two and a half times bigger than 

Texas.  Nestled among the ochre-red Selwyn Ranges, on the banks of the Leichhardt River, Mount Isa 

is a bustling melting pot of culture and industry, and is our destination today.. Mount Isa's existence 

and its main financial base is the huge Mount Isa Mine, the world's largest single producer of copper, 

silver, lead and zinc. http://queenslandplaces.com.au/mount-isa  

Day 18, Tuesday August 28th – Mt Isa to Longreach (648 km) 

We continue south east today to Longreach - an iconic Queensland outback town which on the map, 

sits right on the Tropic of Capricorn. There are plenty of attractions here and tomorrow will be a rest 

day, so we will have time to have a good look around.  However this evening will be an outback 

experience to remember. 

 

http://northernterritory.com/tennant-creek-and-barkly-region
http://queenslandplaces.com.au/mount-isa
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Day 19, Wednesday August 29th – Rest Day in Longreach  

Today we take a break from driving and 

get to go site seeing around Longreach, 

and there’s plenty to see and do. The 

Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame is a 

must.  A Stockman is the Aussie equivalent 

of the American Cowboy, so get used to 

big hats, spurs and whips.  

Longreach offers many other attractions 

to enjoy including the QANTAS museum, 

the birthplace of Australia’s flag carrier 

airline (the initials represent Queensland 

And Northern Territory Aerial Service). 

http://longreachtourism.com.au/  

Day 20, Thursday August 30th – Longreach to Cunnamulla (715 km) 

Back on the road, and next stop is Cunnamulla.  For a smaller town Cunnamulla has a vibrant 

community and plenty of activities.  It is located on the banks of the Warrego River, about 800km 

west of Brisbane.  It’s going to be a long day so we plan to start early after our day off and eat up the 

tarmac. Once we get to Cunnamulla I’m sure we will all enjoy a cold beer, a feed and a good night’s 

sleep, anything else on top of that will be a bonus.  http://www.paroo.info/Cunnamulla.aspx  

Day 21, Friday August 31st – Cunnamulla to Dubbo (630 km) 

Today we cross from Queensland into New South Wales as we head towards Dubbo, one of NSW’s 

most popular inland holiday destinations. Dubbo is a larger rural town with a population over 

40,000, has lots of activities and attractions, carters well for visitors, and should be a great place to 

stay. http://dubbo.com.au/  

Day 22, Saturday September 1st – Dubbo to Newcastle (377 km) 

The penultimate day of any rally is a mix of emotions.  The best emotion is that driving distance on 

the day is shorter, and offers a long break at the end of the day by the beach on the east coast of 

Australia.  After 3 weeks travelling in the interior, we cross over the Great Dividing Range, the 

atmospheric spine along the east coast of Australia, and stay overnight at a beach resort.  It will be 

great to have a swim, wash the red dust out of our hair, and let the salt in the air revive our senses.   

Day 23, Sunday September 2nd – 

Newcastle to Sydney (161 km)  

The last day is a short driving day, to be 

spent avoiding Sunday drivers on their 

way home from Church or ageing surfers 

seeking the gnarly breaks along the coast.  

We head due south along Highway 1, and 

http://longreachtourism.com.au/
http://www.paroo.info/Cunnamulla.aspx
http://dubbo.com.au/
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end our journey crossing the iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge, and finishing under the Rally Arch.  A 

reception will follow that night, with awards for finishing the demanding rally and a few special 

awards to hand out including some driving, navigation and test events that we will hold along the 

way in secret.  

If you’d like to join the Adventure 

The Rally Organisers of the Classic Outback Trial have reserved 20 entries for ERCA and at this stage 

we are seeking expressions of interest to gauge the potential number of entries.  If you wish to 

enter, please register your expression of interest via our webpage or email any one of the 

committee members.  To confirm your expression of interest we will seeking a registration fee of 

$100.00 Australian Dollars, please click here for details. 

The Costs 

The cost of the event will be in the approximately $10,000 (Ten Thousand) Australian dollars 

(equivalent of about $7,500 US Dollars), which will include accommodation, rally entry, event 

merchandise, major events and prize giving.  Our Club is a ‘not for profit’ organisation so our aim is 

to cover the event costs and provide you with a great rally experience.  

Crews will be responsible for their own shipping costs, fuel, tourist events and tickets, beer money 

and day to day expenses.  As part of the road tour breakdown support will be provided. 

We will require a 50% payment of the event fees by October 1st 2017. The remaining 50% will be 

required by 1st May 2018.  

Who Can Enter? 

The driver or the co-driver must be an ERCA member to be considered. If you would like to enter the 

event you must first become a club member and once accepted you can then apply to enter.  

Generally applications will be considered on a first come, first serve basis however the organising 

committee reserve the right to choose entrants based on other criteria.  

To apply to join ERCA – click here 

Car Eligibility 

Cars must comply with the general club rules of eligibility.  For more information click here. 

International Entrants 

We welcome international participants to this event.  We will provide the necessary support for 

permits, insurance and registration and whatever else you will need to get you on the road. 

Shipping 

We have enlisted CARS UK to assist international entrants to transport their cars to Melbourne. For 

Australian entrants we recommend that you make your own arrangement to transport your car to 

Melbourne at the start of the event and from Sydney at the end. More details will be provided to 

entrants in coming months.  

https://www.erca.com.au/cott
https://www.erca.com.au/membership
https://www.erca.com.au/eligibility
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Travel Documentation 

International participants will be responsible for their own travel insurance and visas.  

What else do I need to know? 

Successful entrants will receive an information pack with all the information you will need to make 

your COTT experience great. We will also keep you up to date with our planning via newsletters, 

Facebook and our website. If you need any further information or assistance please contact us: 

If you have any questions you can email: 

Paul Kirkham: paulgkirkham@gmail.com 

Rhys Timms: ryhs.timms@gmail.com 

Don’t miss out on this fantastic experience – register your interest today!! 

mailto:paulgkirkham@gmail.com
mailto:ryhs.timms@gmail.com

