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From the Editor. 
Greetings and Happy New Year to you all. It’s been 

some time since our last newsletter and lots has 

been going on in Rally World. 

As I sit here penning this newsletter a bunch of 

Aussie ralliers are making their way to Vietnam on 

the ERA Road to Saigon. Mariella and I had the 

great experience of participating in the Road to 

Mandalay in 2015 which covers some of the same 

route. Reading the rally reports and seeing all the 

pics on Facebook is bringing back some great 

memories. We wish all the best of luck to our ERCA 

friends including Ruth and Steve Lambert, Heather 

Worth, Dave Gainer and Kerry Finn, Paul and Ben 

Smith, David and Jo Roberts plus Gerry Crown and 

Matt Bryson.  There are also a bunch of other 

international friends that many of you will know on 

this rally. 

ERCA is continuing to expand, and in 2018 we are 

keen to get several state chapters up and running. 

In NSW Greg and Liz Newton will be organising a 

dinner later in March to bring together our NSW 

ERCA Members and friends. The idea is to plan a 

number of state based events with a good dollop of 

social fun. We’d also like to look at getting 

something going in Qld soon as well. 

In Victoria we have the Phillip Island Classic coming 

up on the 10 & 11th of March. ERCA have been 

invited to run a club display so if you are interested 

in coming along we would love to see you there. 

More info is available later in the newsletter. 

We are also looking at running quarterly meetings 

for members, which will be a chance to run through 

some club business and enjoy a bit of socialising 

with fellow club members. More details coming 

soon. 

Planning for our Classic Outback Trial Tour is 

moving along very well. There’s a larger report later 

but a few points to mention. We now have 21 

teams confirmed which is fantastic. As most of you 

will Kim and Nikki Bannister are coming out to run 

our admin and marshalling, and Andy Inskip 

(Skippy) is also coming to provide mechanical and 

sweep support as only Andy can. In addition we 

have a number of other volunteers (including Ruth 

and Steve Lambert, and Michael and Anne 

Wilkinson) who will be coming along to assist with 

marshalling, admin, general fun and socialising. We 

still have room for more teams if you are 

interested, and we also have several rally cars 

available if you’d like to come along but don’t want 

to go to the trouble of shipping your car to 

Melbourne. We are also happy for teams to do only 

part of the COTT, or simply tag along in your 

modern car. 

Our 2017 Christmas Run last December was a huge 

success with a great turnout including a visitor from 

the UK, Mark Wilkinson. Phil and Lyndy Blunden 

hosted us all for lunch at their hobby winery on the 

Mornington Peninsula. We sampled their very nice 

Pinot Noir, grown on the property, accompanied by 

a delicious BBQ. Thanks very much for a fantastic 

day Blundens! 

There are lots of events coming up on the 

endurance rallying calendar in 2018 and we will try 

to keep you up to date as they occur.  

Finally, Club Memberships are up for renewal for 

the 2018 calendar year. We will be shortly sending 

out membership renewals to all club members, so 

please renew to help keep our club active and 

growing. 

Hope you enjoy the read – Until next time. 

Paul Kirkham 

  



ERCA NEWS March 2018 

2 
 

Phillip Island Classic – 

Festival of Motorsport  

Sunday 11th March 2018 

The Phillip Island Classic is one of Australia’s 

best Historic Motor Racing Festivals. This year 

the event will be celebrating 50 years of 

Formula 5000 with a field of more than 30 

thundering F5000 monsters from Australia and 

New Zealand. In addition the Classic will also 

feature a huge variety of some of Australia’s 

most iconic historic race cars from multiple 

eras. 

ERCA have been invited to enter a club 

display, and we have 12 car passes available to 

members who would like to bring their 

endurance rally car, or special classic car down 

to the event. Several members have indicated 

they will be heading down to the Island on 

Sunday morning so if you’d like to join the run 

down let us know. 

For those who would like to make a weekend 

of it, there is plenty of great accommodation 

on Phillip Island, and because it’s a long 

weekend, why not stay down on Phillip Island 

on Sunday night and cruise home Monday. 

So if you want to come down, why not head 

down on Saturday, take in the sights of Phillip 

Island, and then a great day at the track on 

Sunday.  

If you would like to come along, please contact 

Paul (paulgkirkham@gmail.com) or Rhys 

(rhys.timms@gmail.com) and let us know 

ASAP. Tickets will be available on a first come 

first served basis.  

For more information on the event click here: 

http://vhrr.com/wp/phillip-island/ 

If you have any questions or would like to 

know more about accommodation 

options give Paul Kirkham a call on 0402 

235 289. 

 

 

March Club Run & Display 

mailto:paulgkirkham@gmail.com
mailto:rhys.timms@gmail.com
http://vhrr.com/wp/phillip-island/
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El Presidente’s Palabra (President’s Report) 
Rhys Timms

 

Greetings to another new year.  Your 

committee has been at full steam in the last 3 

months planning the Classic Outback Trial 

Tour (COTT) and also the Classic Outback Trial 

(COT).  In fact the year has flown by.  Last year 

was the first year of our club, and at this time 

in Feb 17 we hosted a brilliant event under the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge at Pier One, where 

celebrated the formation of our club and 

honoured our patron Gerry Crown with “This 

is your (rally) life”. 

In the preceding 12 months we also held a 

dinner at Phil & Laurel Macwhirter’s Garage, a 

club day at Sandown, AGM/Christmas party at 

Phil & Lindy Blunden’s vineyard (& home). 

You will note, all but one of these activities was 

held in Victoria, however our aim is to keep all 

Australians connected that have formed 

friendships across International Endurance 

Rallies.  Greg Newton has very kindly offered to 

chair an informal event in Sydney in March, to 

allow the Sydney-siders to get together, 

reminisce and also chat about what events that 

they would like to do.  Our club is only small, 

and we don’t expect a lot of commitment in 

time, however we are always keen to join in as 

invited club with other events.  We would like 

to see the other states in Australia to hold a get 

together (with or without cars) to keep the 

friendships alive.  So if you have the time, or a 

garage why not host a get together? 

Whilst we are not holding a party as big as last 

year at Pier One, we are hosting two major 

social events on this year’s calendar.  The 

farewell dinner at the RACV Club in Victoria on 

Monday 6th of August 2018 and the finishing 

dinner and awards on Tuesday 4th of 

September 2018.  If you are nearby for these 

events or anywhere in between, make yourself 

known to us, 

We are absolutely delighted with the numbers 

of entrants for the COTT.  We surpassed the 

allocation of entries given to us by the COT 

Organisers, and had to request a larger field to 

accommodate the size of our group.  We are 

also thrilled that so many international 

members are joining us and bringing their 

cars.  Whilst this will the focus of our time in 

preparing for this, a lot more time then you 

realise goes into organisation.  Over three 

weeks, the COTT is what I feel is the right 

balance between luxury and endurance rally, 

with a competitive middle section playing in 

the dust in Alice Springs, book ended by a side 

not often seen in Australia.  If you are 

undecided about joining in the COTT (or part 

thereof) now is the time to express an interest. 

Vivimos para reunirnos (We live to rally) 

Rhys Timms 



ERCA NEWS March 2018 

4 
 

The Classic Outback Trial Tour 2018 – Update 
 
The plans for our COTT Adventure are in full swing, and the 
start is now less than 6 months away. Last week we sent 
out a Participant Information Pack to competitors with 
much of the information they will need to plan for the big 
event. We ask all competitors to read through this 
information as a matter of urgency and return the required 
documentation to us as soon as possible. 
 

We are continuing to refine our route based on recce’s plus input from experienced Aussie 
travellers, and the work of preparing our road books is well underway. We still have a few more 
recces to complete in the next few months. 
 
At this stage we have 22 teams and cars entered. Most of the teams/cars are doing the full COTT 
event, however a few cars are doing part of the event, which is an option we are offering. To check 
out who’s coming on the COTT click here. We still have room for more cars and are happy to include 
anyone who is interested in some or all of the event. If you would like to find our more please 
contact Paul Kirkham (paulgkirkham@gmail.com, mobile: +61402 235 289), or simply go online (on 
the ERCA Website) and complete the entry forms. 
 
This month we wanted to highlight our route on Days 2 & 3 where we will be travelling through 
South Australia’s beautiful Barossa Valley.   
 

The Barossa Valley – Australia’s Premier Wine Growing Region 

 
First settled in 1839 by mostly German immigrants, the Barossa Valley still retains its old-world 

charm. There are over 150 wineries and cellar doors in the Barossa Valley. Half of the cellar doors 

https://www.erca.com.au/copy-of-cott
mailto:paulgkirkham@gmail.com
https://www.erca.com.au/cott-2018-entry-form
https://www.erca.com.au/cott-2018-entry-form
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are open to the public, but most 

of the others happily open by 

appointment. Many conduct 

tours of their estates and wine-

making facilities. The Barossa 

Valley is also renowned for its 

fresh seasonal produce, artisan 

food producers and award-

winning restaurants.  

The Barossa incorporates both 

the Barossa Valley and Eden 

Valleys, making it one of the only 

wine regions in Australia to have 

neighbouring warm and cool 

climate growing conditions. With such a diversity of growing conditions and soil types across both 

valleys and vineyards that have been tended by hand for many generations, you are bound to find a 

number of wines you’ll love.  

We will be spending two nights in the Barossa Valley region. On Day 3 of our journey we will arrive in 

Hahndorf, nestled about 28 kms south of Adelaide in the very pretty Adelaide Hills. Hahndorf is 

among a number of towns established by German settlers in the 1840’s and beyond and there is still 

quite a German influence in the area. Be sure to get out and have a look around this charming place. 

The next day of our rally sees 

us making the short trip from 

Hahndorf to the heart of the 

Barossa where we will be 

staying at the Novotel 

Barossa Valley Resort. We 

plan to arrive late morning at 

the Novotel where you will 

have the option of heading 

out for a wine tasting tour 

including lunch. If you enjoy 

a wine or two, this is not to 

be missed! 

Enjoy the luxury of the 

Novotel because the next 3 

nights we are going  to be getting more of an outback Australian experience that’s a little less 

luxurious, but will be loads of fun!! 
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RallySafe COT Rally - Update 
As previously advised, we will be using the RallySafe 
GPS positioning system while we are doing the COT 
regularity in Alice Springs. All teams will be sent a 
wiring kit shortly to fit to your cars. The wiring kits 
should be hard wired into your car due to safety 
requirements. Instructions for fitting this kit can be 
found by clicking here. 
 

There is also a good overview video on the RallySafe website that all drivers and co-drivers should 
watch. The video can be found by clicking here.  A written instruction manual is not yet available, 
however the units are easy to operate and we will run through their operation at the teams briefing 
before the regularity in Alice Springs.  
 
Regularity Competition 
The regularity competition on the COT promises to be challenging and fun. We are looking at 
running around 3 regularity stages each day of varying lengths and complexities. In the Participant 
Information Pack was and overview of the regularity completion provided by the COT organisers. 
The regularity event is intended to be challenging and will be designed to allow both vintage and 
classic to compete on an even playing field. There will be a mix of longer and shorter stages, multiple 
average speeds on one stage, plus a few other tricks thrown in to keep us all on our toes! 
 
The regularity will be run on the same course stages that will be used by the full COT rally. This will 
give us the opportunity to spectate the full COT rally. The main COT competition has two categories: 

 Classic Outback Trial for historic and classic cars (to 1988) 

 Classic Outback Modern for modern rally cars (from 1986) 

There will be some great classic rally cars competing in the full COT and it should be a lot of fun to 

watch. We also have several ERCA members competing in the full COT including:  

 Andrew Buttery & Andrew Bishop – 1972 VW Beetle 

 Owen Turner & Rachel Vestey – 1972 Mini 

 Jo Worth & Heather Worth – 1968 Volvo Amazon 

To check out the full COT field click here. 
 

  

PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE FOR THE 2018 CLASSIC OUTBACK 

TRIAL TOUR. FOR MORE INFORMATION CLICK HERE. 

http://rallysafe.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/RallySafe-Car-Fitting-Kit-Instructions-2017.pdf
http://rallysafe.com.au/competitors-tm/
https://classicoutbacktrial.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/cot18-nominations-as-at-10_2_18.pdf
https://www.erca.com.au/cott
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NSW / ACT Chapter News 
Greg Newton 

Hello fellow NSW/ACT ERCA Members! The 

ERCA team down at head office in the far south 

(Victoria) thought it time that NSW/ACT 

members had a more equitable share of the 

fun and camaraderie of the Club including its 

meetings, events, shows and all else that 

makes us car nuts and rally buffs.  Well the 

bottom line is that Rhys and Paul have put in a 

huge effort to get the Club up and running out 

of their Victorian base but that has left those 

of us to the north a little less involved. 

Well that’s all planned to change as, with a 

little help from you, we can get the NSW/ACT 

Chapter up and running, plan and enjoy our 

own local events while continuing our 

involvement with the national club. 

So where do I come into it?  Filled full of 

excitement and keen for the challenge, my 

wife Liz started our endurance rally life with 

the 2010 Peking to Paris in our Holden 48-215 

(yes FX).  A great initial result (Gold and 1st in 

our classic car division) whetted our appetites 

for more. Since then we’ve competed in the 

London to Cape Town (Commodore VC), the 

Africa Safari (Commodore VC) and the Trans 

America (E-type Jag).  While the overseas 

rallies are exceptional, they also pose their 

challenges with time, logistics and cost, as we 

all know.  While there are a number of local 

clubs that try and cater for our common 

interests, I believe that the ERCA concept is 

fantastic and the upcoming COTT and 

involvement in the COT will be a major 

milestone.  So a phone call from Paul and Rhys 

set the ball rolling and over the past couple of 

months we’ve agreed to get a NSW/ACT 

Chapter up and running, and I’ve been asked to 

assist in the task.   

Currently there are over 50 National members, 

including 14 from NSW and the ACT, and I’m 

sure with a little more exposure that we could 

double our local number.  Now such a 

challenge I’m up for, but not without your 

assistance.   

We are conscious of everyone’s commitments, 

so we don’t want to make our ambitions 

unrealistic.  Our plan therefore is to set up an 

informal meeting to discuss how the NSW/ACT 

Chapter may operate, including such potential 

activities as:  

 regular Chapter meetings with 

agendas 

 breakfast runs 

 visits to members garages/cars 

 visits to museums/car collections 

 group attendance at rally events 

 runs to and/or participation in other 

club events 

 participation in national club events, 

etc. 

Given the spread of members locations across 

the state it’s difficult to choose a meeting 

location suitable to all so in looking at the 

distribution of members I’ve struck a 

compromise for an inaugural get together and 

suggest the following. 

 Time: 7pm  

 Date: Tuesday, 27 March 

 Location:  Hunters Hill Bowling Club 

Madeline St Hunters Hill, 2110 

 RSVP: reply email or ring 0413 705559 

Please let me know if you are able to make it 

along.  And naturally any interstate member 

who may be in town on the day is most 

welcome to attend plus anyone else who may 

have an interest in joining our Club or 

participating in our events. 
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ERCA Christmas Run December 2017 
As we mentioned in our editorial, we had a fabulous Christmas BBQ and Annual General Meeting at 

Phil and Lyndy Blunden’s home on the Mornington Peninsula, south of Melbourne in December last 

year. We had a good turnout of ERCA members including a member from the UK, Mark Wilkinson, 

who was in Australia for a few weeks visiting family and doing a bit of business. Phil and Lyndy have 

a great property with a decent number of grape vines, and produce a very pleasant Pinot Noir, which 

seemed to be disappearing at a healthy rate throughout the day. They also have an enviable car 

collection with a great garage setup that all the boys were very impressed with. A big thanks to them 

for a wonderful day and below are a few photos of the festivities. 
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Your Committee 

 

 
 

Club President: Rhys Timms  

Mobile: +61419 008 031 

Email: rhys.timms@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Secretary: Paul Kirkham 

Mobile: +61402 235 289 

Email: paulgkirkham@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Treasurer: Blair Healy 

Mobile: +61417 346 502 

Email: blairhealy2@gmail.com  

 

 

 
 

Events Director: Peter Washington 

Mobile: +61418 337 955 

Email: peter@mountainmotorsports.com.au 

 
 

 
 

NSW Chapter:  Matt Bryson 
Mobile: +61404 872 559 
Email: mattbrysonrally@gmail.com 

 

NSW Chapter: Greg Newton 
Mobile: +61413 705 559 
Email: thenewtons5@icloud.com 
 

 

mailto:rhys.timms@gmail.com
mailto:paulgkirkham@gmail.com
mailto:blairhealy2@gmail.com
mailto:peter@mountainmotorsports.com.au
mailto:mattbrysonrally@gmail.com
mailto:thenewtons5@icloud.com

