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From the Editor. 
There’s lots happening in Rally World right now 

and Christmas is just around the corner so we 

thought we’d just get a quick newsletter out this 

week to keep you all up to speed. 

First of all let’s talk about our Classic Outback Trial 

Tour. There’s a larger report later but a few points 

to mention. First up, we have had 14 teams 

confirm and pay deposits so far which is great. 

Unfortunately a few teams have had to drop out, 

but that’s all good as we understand 

circumstances change. The good news is that we 

now have more places available. We’ve also had 

requests from a few teams to do only part of the 

rally, which we are also happy to accommodate. 

So if you are still tossing up whether to do the 

COTT, or maybe can’t do the whole thing, let us 

know, I’m sure we will be able to accommodate 

you.  

Our Christmas Run and AGM is less than 2 weeks 

away on Sunday 26th of November. So far we’ve 

had a pretty good response, with a few members 

even planning to fly in from interstate. Please let 

us know ASAP if you are intending to come so we 

can organise catering. We understand it’s a bit 

hard to get to if you’re not located in Victoria, so 

next year we will be working on developing more 

activities in the other Australian states. 

And speaking of such things, NSW Members Greg 

and Liz Newton have volunteered to help run the 

NSW chapter along with Matt Bryson. We have 

quite a few members in NSW and we’d love to see 

an active chapter going there. All you NSW’ers, 

please support their efforts to help make the club 

activities successful. Greg’s and Matt’s contact 

details are in this newsletter. 

The ERA 6th Classic Safari Challenge in Africa has 

recently been completed. As most of you may 

already know, sadly one of our rally family, Jan 

Hradecky, was tragically killed in an accident. 

ERCA pass on our sincerest condolences to Dana 

and family. ERCA members Phil and Laurette 

Macwhirter had plenty of car issues when their 

Morgan didn’t arrive at the start, and things didn’t 

get much better after that. You can read more 

about it at: www.pucegoose.blogspot.com 

For a full run down and rally reports from the 

Classic Safari rally go to: 

http://www.endurorally.com/pages/classic-safari-

challenge-2017 

On the local Australian scene, The Sandown 

Historics were run last weekend and club 

members Mike Killingsworth, Rob Garnsworthy, 

Paul Kirkham and Rhys Timms headed out and ran 

a small club display with our cars. Even though we 

were a small contingent the rally cars got plenty of 

interest as they’re not the usual thing you 

generally see at an event like this.  

Hope you enjoy the read – Until next time. 

Paul Kirkham 

 

 

http://www.pucegoose.blogspot.com/
http://www.endurorally.com/pages/classic-safari-challenge-2017
http://www.endurorally.com/pages/classic-safari-challenge-2017
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Sandown Historics ERCA Run – Nov 2018  
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ERCA Christmas Run and AGM – NEXT Sunday 26th November!! 
 

 

Club Members Phil and Lindy Blunden have graciously offered to host a BBQ lunch for 

ERCA Club members at their winery located on the beautiful Mornington Peninsula. They 

have also offered to supply salads and the club will organise meat, so it should be a great 

day. We will also be holding our Annual General Meeting while down there.  

The Blunden’s are supplying their locally grown and lovingly produced Pinot Noir for all to 

imbibe, highly rated by James Halliday we believe! 

BYO beer, white wine, or other red varietals. 

So if you'd like to get your Endurance Rally Car out for a good run, or maybe just head down 
in your normal transport, here's a great opportunity to catch up with ERCA friends before 
Christmas. 

WHERE: 301 Tucks Road, Shoreham, Vic. 3196 

WHEN: Sunday 26th November 

Time: 12.00pm for Lunch 

To help us with catering please RSVP to paulgkirkham@gmail.com and let us 

know if you can make it. 
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The Classic Outback Trial Tour 2018 – Update 
First of all, thank you to everyone who put in an expression 
of Interest for our COTT event next year. We received over 
30 EOI’s which was far greater than we had been 
expecting, including a good number from overseas. 
We have entries rolling in from Australia and overseas and 
at the time of writing we have 14 teams confirmed.  If you 
are intending to come along, please let us know ASAP as 
we are now paying deposits and reserving accommodation 

all along the route. To enter simply go online (on the ERCA Website) and complete the entry forms. 
 
In this newsletter and subsequent newsletters we wanted to highlight some of the fantastic sights 
our COTT participants will experience next year driving through some great parts of Australia. 
 

The Twelve Apostles – Victorian Great Ocean Road 

One of the outstanding attractions we will see as we travel along Victoria’s southern coast on day 
one of our rally are the Twelve Apostles. They are a collection of limestone stacks off the shore of 
the Port Campbell National Park, by the Great Ocean Road in Victoria. Their proximity to one 
another has made the site a very popular tourist attraction for many years. The sea is constantly 
battering and wearing the stacks away and only recently several parts of the stacks have crumbled 
into the sea. Check out the video here to see some before and after pictures of the spectacular 
changes. 

 

Safety on the COTT Rally  
A very important part of any rally or motoring event 
is safety. ERCA are developing a comprehensive 
safety plan for our COTT rally, and a big part of that 
plan will be the use of RallySafe, the world’s leading 
rally safety system. We plan to fit RallySafe units to 
all our COTT cars to allow us to monitor the car 

position, progress and status, plus it gives our participants a range of safety features that are second 
to none. RallySafe was recently chosen by the World Rally Championships as their overall rally safety 

https://www.erca.com.au/cott-2018-entry-form
https://www.visitgreatoceanroad.org.au/big-nature/12-apostles/
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system, which is a great endorsement. We will be providing more details in coming months, but if 
you would like to check out the RallySafe website click here. 
 

The COTT Final Dinner & Hotel 

We will finish the COTT after 28 days on the road by 

driving into Sydney, one of the world’s great cities. As 

we come into Sydney we will be cruising over the 

iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge and hope to provide 

you all with some great memories and photo 

opportunities. After a short tour we will head for our 

final hotel of the rally. 

A few weeks ago some of your intrepid ERCA 

Committee ventured to Sydney to recce hotels for 

the finish of the COTT and our final dinner. After 

scoping out many of the best hotels in Sydney we 

have settled on the new Sofitel Hotel in Darling 

Harbour as our destination. It is Sydney’s newest 5 

star hotel with great facilities plus a fantastic 

location, and looks like a great place to celebrate. To 

check out the hotel’s website Click Here. 

 

Full COTT or Part COTT? 

We have had questions from several teams about doing just part of our COTT event. For example, 

doing the Melbourne to Alice Springs leg only, or perhaps even the Alice Springs to Sydney leg. We 

are more than happy to consider this. So if for whatever reason you can’t spare the time to complete 

the full event, let us know and I’m sure we can accommodate you. The costs would adjusted so you 

only pay for the parts of the event that you take part in. If this sounds like something you would like 

to know more about please contact either Paul Kirkham (paulgkirkham@gmail.com) or Rhys Timms 

(rhys.timms@gmail.com). 

 

  

PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE FOR THE 2018 CLASSIC OUTBACK 

TRIAL TOUR. FOR MORE INFORMATION CLICK HERE. 

http://rallysafe.com.au/
https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-9729-sofitel-sydney-darling-harbour-/index.shtml
mailto:paulgkirkham@gmail.com
mailto:rhys.timms@gmail.com
https://www.erca.com.au/cott


ERCA NEWS November 2017 

6 
 

NSW Chapter 
As we mentioned earlier our NSW ERCA Chapter has been bolstered with the addition of Greg and 

Liz Newton to the team. Greg and Liz will join forces with Matt Bryson to help promote ERCA in 

NSW. We know from our experience in Victoria it’s more than a one man job to organise activities 

and so we welcome Greg and Liz and are sure our NSW chapter will benefit greatly. Greg and Liz are 

no strangers to endurance rallying, having competed in a number of events including the 2010 P2P 

Greg, Liz and Matt will be getting in touch soon with all our NSW members to get the ball rolling. We 

have a strong contingent of members in NSW and look forward to seeing some regular ERCA 

activities in 2018.  

 

Upcoming Events 
There are almost too many Endurance Rally Events to list coming up in the near future. A few 

notable events that some of our members are participating in include: 

The Road to Saigon 2018 – This ERA event kicks off in Early Feb 2018 and looks to be a great Asian 

adventure in the spirit of the 2015 Road to Mandalay. We have quite a few club members taking 

part including a big Aussie contingent: Gerry Crown and Matt Bryson, Paul and Ben Smith, Steve and 

Ruth Lambert, Dave Gainer with Kerry Finn, plus international members Heather Worth, Graham and 

Marina Goodwin, Stan Gold, and David and Jo Roberts. Good luck to all competitors. Click here for 

details. 

The Tran America Challenge 2018 – Another ERA event that runs in May – June 2018, the Trans 

America Challenge is a 22 day blast across the USA. Aussie ERCA Members Mike and Jennie 

Killingsworth, Phil and Lindy Blunden, Paul Hickman and Bas Gross, and Bill and Kathy Gill are all 

heading stateside to take on the Challenge. Click here for details. 

Rally Round Africa 2018 – This Rally Round event take place in October next year and traverses 6 

countries of Southern Africa. Ruth and Steve Lambert are also tackling this event in 2018 – these 2 

have really got the rally bug! Click Here for details. 

More details of upcoming events in our next Newsletter. 

  

Greg and Liz Newton, 2010 P2P Greg and Sam Newton, 2012 London to Cape Town 

http://www.endurorally.com/pages/road-to-saigon
http://www.endurorally.com/pages/trans-america-2018
http://rallyround.co.uk/rally-round-africa/
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FOR SALE 
Endurance Rally prepared 1968 HK Holden 

 

This HK Holden has been prepared for endurance rallies and has competed in The Nile 

Trial (2009) and The Classic Safari Challenge (2008). It has a 253 V8 engine with 5 speed 

gearbox, Air-conditioning, rally seats, HQ front disc brakes and upgraded suspension.  It is 

a great car for anyone who wants to get into endurance rallying and is ready to go. 

  

  

For more details call Raz @ Vintage and Classic Garage on 0402 283 244 
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Your Committee 

 

 
 

Club President: Rhys Timms  

Mobile: 0419 008 031 

Email: rhys.timms@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Secretary: Paul Kirkham 

Mobile: 0402 235 289 

Email: paulgkirkham@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Treasurer: Blair Healy 

Mobile: 0417 346 502 

Email: blairhealy2@gmail.com  

 

 

 
 

Events Director: Peter Washington 

Mobile: 0418 337 955 

Email: peter@mountainmotorsports.com.au 

 
 

 
 

NSW Chapter:  Matt Bryson 
Mobile: 0404 872 559 
Email: mattbrysonrally@gmail.com 

 
 

NSW Chapter: Greg Newton 
Mobile: 0413 705 559 
Email: thenewtons5@icloud.com 
 

mailto:rhys.timms@gmail.com
mailto:paulgkirkham@gmail.com
mailto:blairhealy2@gmail.com
mailto:peter@mountainmotorsports.com.au
mailto:mattbrysonrally@gmail.com
mailto:thenewtons5@icloud.com
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